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W
hen the Manhattan
Tr a n s p o r t a t i o n
Authority (MTA)-
Metro North and
New Jersey Transit
began direct rail

service to Midtown Manhattan’s Penn
Station from Port Jervis, NY, via the new
$600-million Frank R. Lautenberg Rail
Station at Secaucus Junction, Port Jervis
business owners and officials cheered.
Direct access to New York City is expected
to revitalize the downtown, and surrounding
local economies, and further fuel the already
scorching hot local real estate market.

Since September, the new rail station—
often referred to as Secaucus Junction—has
allowed weekend rail riders from Port Jervis
to reduce travel times into and out of NYC
by about 20 minutes.  This December,
weekday commuters can do the same.

The previous route from Port Jervis to
NYC required riders to make an awkward
transfer to a Port Authority Trans-Hudson
(PATH) train at Hoboken, NJ.

Port Jervis Downtown Tourism and
Development Specialist Leonard Stateman
smiles when he says the new Secaucus
Junction has stirred up the interest of
farsighted developers.  Stateman says discus-
sions are underway for new downtown office
buildings and hotels.

One plan under consideration would relo-
cate the train station from Pike and Front
Streets to the Erie Depot vicinity—closer  to
the heart of Port Jervis—and incorporate a
restaurant and arts-related activities.  The
relocation would also allow train riders
easier access to Trackside Manor, a banquet
hall recently built to attract NYC business
meetings and conventions.

There is also the possibility of closing part
of Front Street to vehicular traffic to create a
pedestrian-only area, according to Stateman,

which would heighten the attractiveness of the
downtown area to new merchants and tourists.

MTA-Metro North expects the current
2,500 daily riders from Port Jervis to swell to
about 7,500 daily within the next few years.
Metro North Spokesman Dan Brucker says

rider numbers will skyrocket along the entire
Port Jervis line.  The company anticipates a
50% usage increase over the next two years
and is planning 200 additional parking
spaces at the Port Jervis stop.

Accordingly, New Jersey Transit, which
operates the west-of-Hudson lines for Metro
North, is adding more rail cars along the line
each week.

Port Jervis Mayor Ross Decker says the
downtown plans and surging real estate
market are a result of the direct-to-NYC rail
connection.  “It has opened up doors and
helped Port Jervis and the surrounding area
to become a realtor’s love and joy.”

Sylvie Acoulon, a Davis R. Chant Real

Estate associate specializing in the Port Jervis
area, agrees.  "I am getting more and more
inquiries from people who want to live here
but work in New York City, which is made
easier with the improved rail service.  Instead
of spending 90 minutes bumper-to-bumper in

city traffic, you can live in the country and
spend 90 minutes in the comfort of a train that
gets you to the heart of Manhattan.”

Longtime Port Jervis real estate broker and
appraiser C.M. Pallaghy predicts significant
property value increases—between 100 to
200%—in the next three to five years.
Matamoras, PA, just across the Delaware
River from Port Jervis, may gain almost as
much value as its neighbor, says Pallaghy,
with other nearby communities from
Deerpark and Montague, NJ to Westfall,
Milford, and Dingman’s Ferry, PA and
everywhere in between following suit.

Pallaghy says Pike County, which has

Weekday rail service from
Port Jervis, NY directly
into NYC signals a new
day for an old river town.
by Patrick Bresnyan

Commuting to the Future

“Instead of spending 90 minutes bumper-to-bumper in city traffic,
you can live in the country and spend 90 minutes in the comfort of
a train that gets you to the heart of Manhattan.”

—Sylvie Acoulon, Davis R. Chant Real Estate Associate
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CONJUNCTION JUNCTION: Beginning this December, weekday commuters can travel directly from
Port Jervis into Mid-town Manhattan’s Penn Station through the Secaucus Junction, above.

(Continued on pg. 20)
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TAILS OF TWO CITIES: The atrium of the newly constructed Frank R. Lautenberg Rail Station at Secaucus Junction houses this magnificent sculpture of cattails.
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